INDUSTRY UPDATE

Arc Flash PPE

Whan we started importmg sur firgt Ao
Flazh protaction gamants almast 10 yaars
aga, thers was yvary ittle knowledge on the
niphject out thena, and aven less demand
for the product. Teday wa ara proud 2 5es
a hinge number of hghly knowledgeahia
angmesrs and safety officers waarking in
the &z Flash area. Thiz is ancouraging o
ses, andd Australia is catcheng up to the rest
of thie ward rapigly, wwith the potantial of
gwarfaking them thanis o tha wiork of some
verny talented and dadicated pacfle

Standards

The batiha on Arc Flash PPE standards
continuas forage. With no Austrakan
Standard ta adhiara ta, and no significant

mieamant fowards the davalopmant of ang,

tha two major word standards [Europsan
and Amarizan) ars the mest commen baing
adaptad hars in Susiralia, Thase standards

arg usad workdwidae, and vary few cowntries
hares sgan tha nesd o devalop ther own
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granciards. One gtandand ak=o gaining
girength fera o tha Canadan Standard The
15 & rnsakric version of MEFPS TIE. and s well
worth & kok: C54 F-462-08

Trends=

There are now many groducts svailabla Tor
ars Flash grotecnon, but they all Tallow the
genersl eary tramd sean in Australia, The
st coraen fonn of Anc Flash PPE we
soe baing rmplamantad today ara Can 4
&rc Flash suts o be available o operators
for tasks such as switching and racking in
braakars, as this = whan tha nsk ssposwra
is the highesl Masl Arc Flash sbudies that
wir have seen candusted a1 sites, come up
with thig same recaimnmended workplaca
pracacure a8 their regult. Whork can alss be
dare 0o the awitchooard 1o reducs he Anc
Flagh rating, this raguiring kwer lewal PEE

Tha irnplementation of undforms
manulactured rom Flame Retardant fabnc
tor all electrical workers seems o be the
st kgical step hare in Suatralia, «ih

& misve sedy Troan cottarednll 1ancdand
cottard. The Arc Flash hazand studsas
rmantonad showves usually alsn recommsand
thez ootion, but diss to the highar cost of
implemanting this step., thare is usualky
soma lag in adeption mates, Thera ara many
very good fabncs avaladle, and as we
represent almost all of them, we hold no
bias and give proper accurate advice. Can 2
arc Fatad unitenns ane the arder of the day

a7 1hig poent in e

Hygme is an issua of concem for the Cat 2
or 4 suits pravioush reantioned Becausa

af the cost factor, many sites choose keep
thiese PPE garments in the switchrooms or
ather kxcations where they are nesded, for

all ztald wooweaar This raises Hyging ssues in
bioth tha faceshiedd regicn Ciream braathing:
anid alse the haad waar Spanding tha axtra
funds and having thess Cat 3 or 4 siets as
persanal ExUe e Joes not autemiat sy
sohve all safety saues esthar, as siaff naed 1o
What hapipans
wihien switching neacks ta be gone ungently,
anid they hawve forgotten 1o bnng their
Sritchireg suit® This craates a riek of the ‘I've
done it 1000 times, Il be O mantality

resmieBar to being their gear

Warkplaoe Culture
As mentianed at the start af sthis revige
angingars and heath & safety profassoanals
nee knowy that this eouipment is naeded
The appasiticn howavar comas from thasa
at tha oparations kval wha ara asked ta
wiaar the gear The percaptan is that the
clathang is hot and uncomfartabla, and
sinca the FR unidorm saga that accurrad ina
arge elactricity supnliarn, thare is also a fear
factar of haalth affacts from FA clothing

n aur exparienca, and from istenng to

aur customars who hawvs daalt with these
ssyuas, tharg seams b3 e fwn main factics
o overcarna this, Opton one s to smaploy
searg tastics, One af aur custarmars decidad
to show staff arc flash testing wwdeos, and
avan reaal vidan fram a bums ward. The
workers left the session asking how quickly
thie arc flash PPE wil arrres, and whan they
can start weanng i Thay ware vary kasn
to get inte praper proetaction, Optian s

s supplying the 2o Flash PPE o staff

with a wearning an what will happen i they
ara caught nat weanng it. This can ba
anything from a ‘3 strikes and you'ra aut’
pohcy, io instant disrmessal, Sorma wowkd
call thes very karsh, but has baan knowen ta
work affactivaly in gatting staff to accent
the equinrmant Thasa sactics arg nat owr
apinion, simphly anes that wwa hava saan
amployed effactivaly by aur custamars

Summarg

Ausiralia has movaed very guickly o stam o
calch up wath the re=t af e world in terms
al Ars Flash awareness and prolection. Al
Exftruime Salaty wa are prowd o have crogled
e of this awaraness, bawevar we log
tharre is 5%l Snme ey 1o o % be an lvel
e with Tha Ewropesan ard Srmericsn
canlinents. The grocess is nal complate and
wie need o continwe B ledm and mproa

=Andrae Sorell



A DIVISION OF SILGLEN GROUP

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR BUSINESS

www.extremesafety.com.au

angwoases the extensive rangs availoble locaolly
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Electrical Safety Experts
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At Extremne Safety, we do ane thing

and ane thing only - Electrical '

Safety. If you need Personal

Protective Equipment, Operating

Equipment or Tools for the electrical k

trade, you should be giving us a call s
of checking out our website, it

doesnt matter if your working on "

240V or 11kV, next time you need

some equipment, get a price of us.
You'll be glad you did.
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» Personal Protective Equipment
T 3 i i

« |esting & Lalbraltion Services

« Hafety & Hescue Kits

» Insulating Mats and Gloves

« Insulated Tools 1000V

« Vollage lestars and Insirumeanis

« Lightning & Surge Protection

» Lockout & Tagowt

« FH clectncians Workwear
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Telephone (07) 3282 0911
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